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A Chef Stuck On Mars is Not the Funniest Thing You’ll Find in Loved Mars, 
Hated The Food by Willie Handler 

Kyanite Publishing Author is available for interviews and events as well as blog tours. Willie 
Handler is back with his second novel, his irreverent and hilarious science fiction debut about a 

thirty-two year old chef Dix Jenner who is selected for a mission to Mars by NASA. The book is abound 
with subtle satire that provides the story with depth. The novel will be released on August 13 and is 
already available for pre-order via Kyanite’s site.Loved Mars, Hated The Food already has many five star 
reviews as well as an endorsement from fellow Canadian author and two-time Leacock Award winner, 
Terry Fallis . Handler is holding a book launch event in his hometown of Torono at the Monarch Tavern 
on August 14 at 5:30 p.m. 

About Loved Mars, Hated The Food: 
Dix Jenner, a self-proclaimed slacker, is the first chef to live—and maybe die—on Mars. After an 
explosion kills his colony companions and leaves him with nothing but his spacesuit, his time on the 
faraway planet is about to expire… until he’s rescued by friendly Martians Bleeker and Seepa, who 
smuggle him into their vast underground civilization.  
Despite an unfamiliar world of telepathy, strange class dynamics, and really bad food, Dix sets out to 
make his mark. After opening a cafe—who knew Martians loved espresso?—he starts to notice that 
responsibility can feel good. Not only that, but he’s got a new romance, and for the first time he actually 
cares. 
Unfortunately, his success attracts the attention of the corrupt and narcissistic Martian Grand Leader. 
Forced to run to avoid being imprisoned, Dix gets lucky: a NASA rescue mission lands on Mars. But 
seeing it brings back the dark secret he’s been keeping from himself about the colony’s explosion, and 
now Dix must choose between returning to Earth or spending the rest of his life in a cell on the dusty red 
planet where he belongs. 
About The Author:  
Author Willie Handler was a satirist well before he became a novelist. Hailing from Canada, where 
self-deprecating humor is part of the national character, he finds targets for his humor everywhere. His 
targets include friends, family, co-workers, politicians, farmers, subway passengers, bureaucrats, 
telemarketers, Martians, and his barber, Vince. In 2016, he released his first novel THE ROAD AHEAD. 
With his most recent work, he has crossed over to the world of speculative fiction. 
    To schedule an interview with the author or to schedule him for a public appearance, please contact his 
publicist Chelsea DeVries at smartcookiepr26@gmail.com 
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Hailing from Toronto Canada, Willie Handler writes political satire with lots of funny. WILLIE 
HANDLER grew up in Toronto and did his undergraduate work at the University of Toronto. He 
also has graduate degrees from the Schulich School of Business at York University in Toronto 
and the Fox School of Business at Temple University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He spent 
over thirty years in various positions in the Ontario public service. before leaving in 2011. Much 
of his time in government was spent on auto insurance regulatory policy. He also operates a 
consulting practice. He currently lives in Thornhill with his wife and blogs at 
www.williehandler.com. Follow @WillieHandler on Twitter. 
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Author of ‘The Road Ahead’ Will Make You Laugh So hard, 

You Forget Which Side You’re On 
Canadian political satire author is available for interviews and event scheduling, as well 

as blog tours.Independent author Willie Handler’s book The Road Ahead is funny 
enough to make you forget you are reading about politics. 
About The Road Ahead : 
Rick Tompkins, a suburban Toronto insurance broker, never considered a career in 
politics until a good friend, who happens to be the leader of the Conservative party, 
asks him to run for office. He accepts the offer, with the understanding that he would 
probably not win, but can use the opportunity to gain some visibility for himself and his 
business. Jerry Switzer, a veteran party worker, is sent in to guide Rick through a 
campaign in a riding that hasn't elected a Conservative in years. Rick fumbles his way 
through the election campaign and manages a surprise win but at the expense of 
saddling his party with an impossible commitment. What makes matters worse, Rick is 
anything but politically correct. He offends everyone in his path and stumbles from one 
political scandal to another. Still, Rick has one saving asset: a political party machine 
that is able to spin scandals to its advantage. 
About the author: 
 WILLIE HANDLER grew up in Toronto and did his undergraduate work at the University 
of Toronto. He also has graduate degrees from the Schulich School of Business at York 
University in Toronto and the Fox School of Business at Temple University in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He spent over thirty years in various positions in the Ontario 
public service. before leaving in 2011. Much of his time in government was spent on 
auto insurance regulatory policy. He also operates a consulting practice. He currently 
lives in Thornhill with his wife and blogs at www.williehandler.com . 
 To schedule an interview with the author or to schedule him for a public appearance, 
please contact his publicist Chelsea DeVries at s 
martcookiepr26@gmail.com 
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Praise for The Road Ahead 
Mr. Handler has written a book that, in another age, would be satire; a send up of how a 
populist buffoon can wreck havoc in government and their personal life through sheer 
indomitable ignorance and appetite. In this year of the exposed ass, the donkey that brays 
loudest would be at home in Handler’s world. 
There is a straightforwardness to Handler’s prose, as facts and figures are marshaled out, 
signaling that, while satire, the issues and processes of bureaucratic government are real. 
This reality doesn’t get in the way of the, often times grim, humor. Rick is a bigot of the 
most ordinary kind, a small minded, visionless, profiteer that has no civic interest beyond 
self interest. One suspects these are common behind the curtain in our decision makers 
and leaders, and Handler merely confirms and exposes the pomp for laughs. 
In this cynical shepherding through the lifecycle of government, the ‘how the sausage is 
made,’ we meet the enablers. It’s almost impossible to pity the party line support 
structures that recognize the gross immorality of their candidate, the awfulness of the 
situations he puts them in, yet continue, unflaggingly to do their jobs, tow the line, and 
collect paychecks. Handler does not scorn them, but there they are, and we are invited to 
make our own opinions. 
Will this book make you laugh? Probably, but it may well send you into rage spirals at the 
same time, as it did me. 
-Five star Review via Goodreads User Micah Thomas 
The Road Ahead strikes a nerve, and one's funny bone in its satirical presentation of the 
political world. The humour is both light, and absurd, lending Rick to be both amusing and 
despised. The book's humour is a bandage of sorts that helps ease the painful cognizance 
that the fictitious "road" that Rick has paved is quite real. As such, the reader is inclined to 
laugh at the nonsensical, and feel ill at ease that the joke is on us. Loved it. 
-Five star Review via Goodreads User Lisa de Castro 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Praise For Loved Mars, Hated The Food 
 

Irreverent and hilarious. The book opens with a slacker pothead finding himself the sole 
survivor of an exploded human habitat on Mars, too high to fully grasp his impending 
doom. He is then joined by aliens who have absolutely no social filter whatsoever. What 
results is a wildly imaginative romp of terrible sporting events, coffee overdoses, and 
lost-in-translation innuendo... all of which lead to striking character development for the 
main character, which is my favorite part of the story. Although his situation is constantly 
ridiculous, his attempts to bring Earth culture to the Martians results in him being 
responsible for the first time in his life. He feels so real to me, even in such an unreal 
situation. The book also abounds in subtle satire that, rather than drive and define the 
story, instead gives it depth. 
-5 star Reviewer Mica Kole on Goodreads 
 
 
What do you think life on Mars is like? I am not talking about humans living on Mars, but 
the natives of Mars themselves. 😛 When you were learning about the planets in the Solar 
System and Mars for the first time, did you wonder how a being can survive there? Loved 
Mars Hated the Food provides answers to all your Mars-related curiosities in the most 
hilarious manner! As part of the first manned mission to Mars, chef, Dix, is meeting up 
with Martians to survive! 
 
Loved Mars Hated the Food is a humorous novel by Willie Handler about a chef who is sent 
to Mars and, due to an unforeseen incident, befriends Martians. When Dix finds his human 
colony destroyed, Martians Bleeker and Seepa come to his rescue. What follows is Dix’s 
integration into the Martian culture, initiating a way of life that is very different from 
what he would have had on the rocky red surface of the planet. 
 
While getting educated in the Martian ways, Dix has the opportunity to explain life on 
Earth to the very curious (scientists) Bleeker and Seepa. Dix uses his skills as a chef and his 
problem-solving mind that would do anything to eat good food, to keep himself fed and 
introduce the Martians to his beloved caffine. 
 
There is humor in every chapter and situation but this book is deeper than that. This 
satirical novel exposes the way we live on Earth, the commercialization and addictions we 
have, while at the same time, educating the reader in what the living beings on Mars 
might look like and think of us strange beings. It is a thoughtful read where Dix finds a 
place for himself on a planet that isn’t his home, tackling the bigger question of what 
home is. 
 
Overall, this was a fun book and offered a unique perspective to space travel. I had a great 
time reading it and I suspect you will like it too. I am thankful to the author for providing 
me a review copy of the book. It was fantastic! 
-Book Blogger (Armed With A Book) Kriti Khare 
 



 
Sample Author Interview 
1. What made you want to become a writer? 
As I child I was a voracious reader. But that changed when I became an adult, as the amount of 
time I had to read dropped considerably. During the past few years, I was able to return to 
reading more regularly. At the same time, I decided I wanted to write as well. I had several 
stories in my head that I wanted to tell. So four years ago I took the plunge. 
2. You spent 30 years working for the Canadian government. Was that the inspiration behind 
your political satire, The Road Ahead ? 
Absolutely! I saw a lot of crazy stuff working in the government. Some of it was funny, although 
it didn’t feel like it at the time. I wanted to write an insider’s view of politics, but as a work of 
fiction. There are anecdotes and conversations in the book that are based on events that 
actually took place. But the characters are totally fictional. 
3. What made you want to go from writer to author? 
In government, I was responsible for policy development, which involved a lot of writing. It was 
technical and boring stuff. Few people read it and understood it. I wanted to write something 
that would be fun to read and write. I also didn’t want to write something that would end up in 
another file box in my basement. I decided to get my work published. 
4. If you could chat with one person living or dead, who would it be and why? 
Early in my public service career, I worked for a deputy minister who was very much a mentor. 
Several years later, he passed away at the age of 51 from Hodgkins Disease. I have so many 
things I would still like to ask Blair Tully. 
5. Does Canada inspire your work or is it just your hometown? 
There are good and bad things about living in Canada. But the good certainly outweigh the bad. 
Other than the weather, there are few better places to live. Although my previous career 
inspired my writing, the story could have taken place in the U.S., Britain or France. Canada on 
its own is not a source of inspiration, just a great place to live. 
6.If you ran a political campaign, what would be your platform? Or what is something you feel 
strongly about, as a citizen of the world, and Canada? 
I would never run for office, although I’ve worked on political campaigns. I’m a progressive voter 
and would select a progressive platform. That would include protecting the environment, 
accessible health care, a strong public education system, human rights protection and 
guaranteed minimum income. 
7. You host the hashtag game #BadWordsSat on Twitter. What is it and how do we play? Do we 
just tweet a whole lot of expletives? 
I actually provide themes such as bad bosses, bad food, bed pets, etc. The themes don’t 
necessarily require you to use expletives. As it turns out, there are writers who don’t feel 
comfortable posting bad language in other hashtag games. I have many erotic romance writers 
who post regularly. I’ve always been inclusive and don’t like to set rules. So, I never quite know 
what is going to be posted each week. I’ve noticed over the past 6 months, a lot of spinoff 
hashtag games have suddenly appeared, such as #LustyMondayLit and 
#SeduceMeSunday. I like to think I’ve inspired others to create related games. 
8. When not writing, what do you enjoy doing with your time? 
I’m a foodie and enjoy going out to eat and drink some nice wine. I love hockey and, in 
particular, the Maple Leafs. I go out to see films, mostly documentary films. I still enjoy reading 



and try to read books written by my fellow indie authors. And I follow politics closely and often 
get involved in campaigns and local issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bookings and Media Clips 
https://williehandler.com/2019/03/13/hear-my-interview-on-the-wfod-show/ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cq_GMDaTouc 
 
Forthcoming:  
 
https://simplyreview.home.blog/category/home/ January 11th Feature 
 
Profile in Post City Magazine 
 
102.7 FM (CHOP FM) in Canada: Feb. 14 
 
Ghostman Radio June 2020 
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